St. Antoninus Church
1500 Linneman Rd Cincinnati

OH

MONDAY, MARCH 12
8:00AM MASS Pat Gerdes—Anniv. Rem.—Family
TUESDAY, MARCH 13
8:00AM MASS Special Intentions of Helen Burger–
Janet Burger
7:00PM Stations of the Cross
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14
8:00AM MASS Mary Bruening—Fr. Ronald C. Haft
12:45PM Stations of the Cross
THURSDAY, MARCH 15
8:00AM MASS Edward L. Sulek, Jr.—Kuehn Family
FRIDAY, MARCH 16
8:00AM MASS Marceda Metz—Anniv. Rem.—Dolores
Bosse
SATURDAY, MARCH 17
8:00AM Communion Service
4:00PM Rosary
4:30PM MASS Carl Koch– Anniv. Rem.– Family

SUNDAY, MARCH 18
Fifth Sunday of Lent
7:30AM Rosary
8:00AM MASS For the People of the Parish
9:30AM MASS Carl Anderson—Anniv. Rem. –
Anderson Family
11:30AM MASS Ruth Merkel—Family
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
In Matthew 26:40, Jesus says to Peter [and to
us], “Could you not, then, watch one hour with
me?” Please consider joining your fellow
parishioners for 30 minutes, or even one hour,
at Eucharistic Adoration in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel
on Fridays from 9:00AM until the Adoration ends at
10:00PM. And now on Thursdays from 7:00PM until
8:00PM. There will be no adoration on Good Friday.

C O N F E S S I O N S
Thursday, March 15, 6:30-8:00PM—Fr. Haft
Saturday, March 17, 3:00-4:00PM– Fr. Haft
THANK YOU to Amy Locaputo-Donnellon at the
Cincinnati Hearing Center for advertising in our bulletin.

45238

March 11, 2018

R O S A R Y
Monday thru Friday after the daily Mass.
Saturdays after the 8 AM Communion Service.
Mondays 7:00PM Fatima Prayer Group in the Chapel.
Every evening at 7:30pm for the special Pro-Life
intentions of Protection of our Unborn Children and the
overturn of Roe v Wade.
Friday mornings at MaryAnn Baverman’s home for Moms
and grandmoms and young children. We extend an
invitation to join our group for prayer on Friday mornings
from 10AM to 11:00AM. We will show you how to pray
the rosary. Please call MaryAnn at 503-9537 for details.
St. Antoninus Prayer chain: To intercede for prayer
requests, please go to www.saintantoninus.org/prayerchain , or pick up a list in the back of the greeting room on
the right side of the counter. Requests for prayers may be
left there, or emailed to: staprayerchain@gmail.com, or
you may mail requests to St. Antoninus Prayer Chain,
1500 Linneman Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45238.
SERVERS March 12-16, 2018
8AM Monday & Friday
Ellen Nolan
Emma Gibbs
8AM on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
Adult Servers
SERVERS March 17 & 18,2018
4:30PM Josh Mirus, Justin Re, Hudson Forrester
8:00AM Adult Server
9:30AM David Neville, Max Rechtin, Gabe Logan
11:30AM Morgan McBride, Emma Gibbs, Molly Espelage
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS March 17 & 18
4:30PM Ellie & Liam Bohan, Abby Kock, Carol
Niederhausen, Judy Gerstner
8:00AM Larry & Linda Reiring, Andy & Eileen
Muehlbauer
9:30AM Deacon, Mark, Maria & Marta Rechtin, Kathy
Hurley, Alyssa & Lucas Palicki, Maria & Kristi Bengel,
Lauren Schroeder, Julie Scott
11:30AM Jenn Busken, Katee McBride, Samantha Tarvin,
Ella Klusman, Jane Hoffman, Ella Willig, Isabella Rueve,
Ray & Joan Loebker, Tom Fleming, Harry Hughes
LECTORS March 17 & 18, 2018
4:30PM E. Willig
G. Willig
8:00AM S. Nie
C. Nie
9:30AM M. Rechtin
M. Rechtin
11:30AM B. Mathews
C. Neville

March 11th, 2018
Greetings in the name of the Lord:
Deacon Jacob Willig is to be ordained a priest on
Saturday, May 19th, 2018, at 11:00 am at the
Cathedral of St. Peter in Chains. Archbishop Schnurr
will be the ordaining prelate. Father Jacob Willig will
celebrate a Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving here at St.
Antoninus on Sunday May 20th, at 1:30 pm. When a
parishioner is ordained a priest, this celebration is not
only for the priest and his family, it is also a
celebration for the entire parish. As such, we will
adjust the Sunday Mass schedule to encourage as
many people as possible to come to this special Mass.
The Schedule for May 20th, “only” will be 8:00 am
Mass, 9:30 am Mass, and 1:30 pm Mass. We will
move the usual 11:30 am Mass to 1:30 pm. The
reason for the later Mass is that newly ordained
priests like to invite as many priests as possible to
concelebrate the first Mass of Thanksgiving with the
newly ordained priest. The parish will host a reception
in the undercroft immediately following the Mass of
Thanksgiving. Please mark your calendars now for this
wonderful celebration which is truly a gift from God to
our parish.
Yours in Christ:

Fr. Haft
Mass Schedule for
S u n d a y M a y 2 0 th, 2 0 1 8 t o
celebrate the ordination
of Father Jacob Willig
8:00 am
9:30 am
1:30 pm Father Willig Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving
Note: there will not be an 11:30 am Mass

Parish office schedule for
Holy Week and Easter Week
Please note that the parish offices
will be closed Good Friday, March
30th, and Easter Week Monday, April
2nd thru Friday, April 6th. The offices
will reopen Monday, April 9th.
Thank you.

HOL Y WEEK AN D EAS T ER SC HEDUL E
HOLY THURSDAY, MARCH 29
8:00AM Morning Prayer
7:00PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper
8:00PM to 11PM Eucharistic Adoration
GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 30
8:00AM Morning Prayer
11AM—1PM Confessions
1:00PM Way of the Cross
2:00PM Seven Last Words
3:00PM Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
7:00PM Way of the Cross
HOLY SATURDAY, MARCH 31
8:00AM Morning Prayer
8:30PM Easter Vigil
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 1
8:00AM, 9:30AM, 11:30AM Masses

LENTEN REMINDERS—FAST AND ABSTINENCE
Good Friday, March 30, 2018, is a day of abstinence from
meat and also a day of fast, that is, limited to a single full
meal. The other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence
from meat. The law of abstinence binds all Catholics 14
years and older. The law of fasting binds all Catholics
from their 18th birthday until their 59th birthday (Canons
97 and 1252). With regard to Good Friday, the teaching
of the Second Vatican Council should be recalled.
Let the pascal fast be kept sacred. Let it be celebrated
everywhere on Good Friday, and, where possible,
prolonged throughout Holy Saturday, so that the joys of
the Sunday of the Resurrection may be attained with
uplifted and clear mind (Constitution on the Liturgy, No.
110).
With regard to the obligatory days, however, there are
frequent questions about the degree of seriousness of
the matter. The teaching of Pope John Paul II may be
simply paraphrased: the obligation to observe, as a
whole or “substantially,” the penitential days specified by
the Church is also serious. No one should be scrupulous in
this regard; failure to observe an individual day of
penance is not considered serious. People should seek to
do more rather than less. Fast and abstinence on the
days prescribed should be considered a minimum
response to the Lord’s call to penance and conversion.

Collections for the week ending March 4, 2018
Sunday Contributions
$ 22,027.25
Maintenance
$
190.00
School Parish Support
$
399.00
Holy Days/Special
$
55.00
Donations
$
602.00
PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS
Thank you for your continuing support of the parish
and school. Please remember Saint Antoninus in your
will. Gifts of stock can also be made to St. Antoninus
Church. If you currently work for, or are retired from,
a company that has a Matching Gift program, you can
make your contributions to Parish School Support,
and have those contributions matched by your
company.
2018 Catholic Ministries
Appeal (CMA)
This year, our goal is $49,923.00.
As of March 6, we have 115
pledges which is 40.46% of our
goal. For more information, please
visit CatholicAppeal.info.
Thank you!
You shop. Amazon gives.
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price
of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the
charitable
organization
of
your
choice.
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same
products, same prices, same service. Support St.
Antoninus by starting your shopping at
smile.amazon.com.https://smile.amazon.com/ch/310536696
FEBRUARY ST. ANTONINUS LOTTO WINNER OF $200 IS JEAN
SIMPKINS. THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION. TICKETS ARE
STILL AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE. CALL THE RECTORY AT 9225400, ext. 2.

If your household has experienced any changes, i.e.
new babies, adult children who have married, moved
out of your home, or are thinking about getting
married, parents now living with you, etc., please
inform the parish office, as we would like to update
our files and make suggestions on sacraments and
services that could benefit your household. Please
call Beth at 922-5400, ext. 2.

You may sign up at any time for
OnLine Giving, even for a one time
donation, to a particular fund. To start, go to the
official Saint Antoninus Parish website at
www.saintantoninus.org, click About Us, then click
Giving, click on the Our Sunday Visitor button, then
click the green Create New Account button. You
must set yourself up with your information, including
your envelope number. Look on your envelopes, or
call the rectory office, for your number. You then
have choices of recurring donations or a one time
donation. If you want this service but do not have a
computer, or if you have any questions, please call
Beth at the rectory office at 922-5400, x 2. NOTE: If
your credit card company is changing, or your card
expires, please update your account with your new
credit card number, so your gift giving is not
interrupted.
If you have a problem texting your donation, please
call OSV at 1-800-348-2886, ext. 2, then ext. 1. Or,
call Beth at 922-5400, ext. 2.
TEXT TO GIVE
With 97% of smartphone users texting at least once a
day, our parish has decided to add the option to give
via text. You can text an amount to 513-952-8338,
and your transaction will be processed through the
Online Giving account associated with the phone
number above.
$ amount, single space, then fund name. See
examples:
100 sunday
or
25.75 maintenance
If you do not include a fund name, the default fund is
Sunday contributions.
These fund names are not case sensitive
Fund Names
Text to Give Fund Names
Sunday contributions
sunday
Maintenance
maintenance
School Parish Support
schoolparish
Arleene Vallejos Tuition Assistance avtap
School Endowment Fund
endowment
St. Antoninus Conference of
St. Vincent de Paul Society
stvdpconf
St. Antoninus School Youth Ministry youthministry
Ash Wednesday-collection for
Central and Eastern Europe
ashwednesday
Easter Flower Fund
easterflowers
Easter
easter

COFFEE AND DONUTS
SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2018
AFTER ALL OF THE MORNING
MASSES.
SEUSSICAL, JR TICKETS NOW ON
SALE! Performances are Saturday, March
10, at 7:00 p.m., and Sunday, March 11, at
1:00 p.m. on the St. A stage in the gym. All tickets are
$8.00. Sixty-five students in grades 3 through 8 are
performing a tale of friendship and loyalty, featuring
the characters and rhymes of Dr. Seuss. Fun for all
ages! Order tickets using the online form at
www.saintantoninus.org/theatre,or
email stadrama@yahoo.com, or call Judith Briggs at
467-1020.
ADULT SOCIAL GROUP luncheon will be on Monday,
March 12th. Chapel service at 12:30PM, and lunch
will be served in the undercroft at 1:00PM. Guest
speaker will be Dr. Laurie DeWine. Her topic will be
“Keys to Communication Success”. Lunch will be
furnished by “Place for Better Hearing”. RSVP Bob
Brown by March 7th by calling 451-4842. Please leave
a message.

SAINT ANTONINUS PARISH WIDOWS
All widows of the parish are welcome to attend a
luncheon at Nick and Tom’s, 5774 Bridgetown Road,
at 12:30PM on Thursday, March 15th. Meal is
individual choice, individual payment. RSVP before
March 11 to Carol Niederhausen at 451-4491.
MOTHERS OF POTENTIAL SAINTS (MOPS)
meetings start at 9:15AM and conclude at
11AM.
Babysitting is available. The
meeting dates are March 28, April 25 and May 23,
2018. For information, call Heather Flick at 859-8030429.
Please Support Troop 614 Boy Scouts Fish Fry
Every Friday during Lent, the Boy Scouts will be
serving delicious fish sandwiches, grilled salmon,
jumbo shrimp, grilled cheese, pizza, soup and many
side dishes to choose from. Stop in from 5:00-7:00 to
dine in, or use our carry out or drive thru service! Call
or text your order to the Fish Fry Hotline at 629-8050.
Questions? Call Tom Rechtin at 910-0072.

DECREE ON CHILD PROTECTION OF THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF CINCINNATI
VIRTUS MEETING WILL BE HELD AT ST. ANTONINUS,
IN THE CHURCH UNDERCROFT on Thursday, March
22nd at 7:00PM. ALL EMPLOYEES AND REGULAR
VOLUNTEERS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND ONE VIRTUS
TRAINING MEETING. YOU MAY ATTEND HERE OR AT ANY
OTHER LOCATION WITHIN THE ARCHDIOCESE. PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED AT: www.virtus.org. MAKE
SURE THAT THE “USER’S LOCATION” YOU CHOOSE DURING
REGISTRATION IS ST. ANTONINUS – EVEN IF YOU ATTEND
VIRTUS AT ANOTHER LOCATION. PLEASE BE SURE TO
WRITE DOWN YOUR VIRTUS USER- ID AND YOUR
PASSWORD. YOU WILL NEED TO USE THEM MONTHLY.

Volunteers (unless you coach high school students)
are no longer required to get fingerprinted. Instead,
volunteers are required to complete an on-line
background check. If you wish to pay for the on-line
background check yourself, you can complete it as a
part of the VIRTUS registration. If you volunteer at St.
Antoninus and would like a pre-paid code to pay for
the background check, contact Deacon Bob Schroeder
before you register for VIRTUS, or do not complete
the background check when you register for VIRTUS.
Contact
Deacon
Bob
Schroeder
at:
schroeder@saintantoninus.org. He will send the pre
-paid, one-time-use, code to you via e-mail. The code
will work only for those who have St. Antoninus as
their primary user location on their VIRTUS account.
If you coach high school students, you are also
required to complete fingerprinting. E-mail Deacon
Bob at the address above, and he will send directions
to you.
HOLY SPIRIT PRAYER GROUP
Over the past few months, we have been
praying, specifically, for the needs of our
parish. Each week, we say a different scriptural
Rosary and dedicate each decade of the Rosary for a
different person or organization within our parish.
This week, we will pray the Glorious Mysteries of the
Psalms Scriptural Rosary. We will pray a decade of
the Rosary for each of the following parish groups:
The Pro-Life/Pro-Family Commission; the Boy Scouts;
the Girl Scouts; St. Vincent de Paul; and the Network
of Care. Please join us in praying for our parish this
Tuesday evening in the Chapel. We will begin
immediately following the Stations of the Cross which
begin in Church at 7 PM. All are welcome.

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
In today’s Gospel, God demonstrates great love for us
by sending His Son, so that we may believe in Him.
We demonstrate our great love for God by doing good
works: reaching out to others, acting in justice and
charity. Through your almsgiving, you are performing
a good work; far greater than you think. Know that
your nickel, dime, quarter or dollar is multiplied by
the coins placed by others in the St. Vincent de Paul
Poor Box.
Use the On-Line Giving, or text to give, at 952-8338,
fund name stvdpconf.
TRAVELING CHALICE
Now, more than ever, PLEASE consider
taking the Traveling Chalice into your home
and pray, either as a family or alone, for the
intentions of our Holy Church, for Vocations,
Pope Francis, all Church leaders, our country, and for
our persecuted brothers and sisters around the world.
Call Debbie at 922-2414 to schedule the Traveling
Chalice.
ST. ANTONINUS NETWORK OF CARE
A network of volunteers is prepared to serve
the St. Antoninus Parish Family by providing
a meal after hospitalization, surgery or
medical treatments;
transportation to
medical treatments or to Mass; prayer for the
intentions on the St. Antoninus Prayer Chain; and A
Listening Ear to parishioners facing difficulties. For
more information, please leave a message on the
Network of Care Phone Line at 922-5400, ext. 8, and
someone will return your call.
The Athletic Club is looking to fill some key roles for
the 2018-19 school year. The positions are open to
any parishioner interested in supporting the children
of St. A. We are currently looking for a Boys’
Basketball Coordinator as well as a Soccer
Coordinator. If you are interested, please contact
Deidre Forrester at deidrepforrester@gmail.com, or
by phone at 235-4883.
The Adult Social Group has a few tickets left for the
Keeneland trip on Thursday, April 26, 2018. The cost
is $80.00 per person. Call Bob Brown at 451-4842 to
reserve your ticket.

S T A T I O N S O F T H E C R O S S will be prayed on
Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm and on Wednesday
afternoons with school students at 12:45pm.

Eight sessions, every other
Monday, until May 7 in the Fr.
Mick Conference Room. Contact
Julie Scott at 922-2500, ext 2029,
for more information.
Daytime Study: 1:00pm to 2:30pm
Evening Study: 8:00pm to 9:30pm

Join us for a 4-week video-based study on formed.org,
featuring the Augustine Institute original productions,
Symbolon and Forgiven: The Transforming Power of
Confession. A Lent to Remember is a beautiful
presentation of the transforming power of mercy in
the Sacrament of Confession. No matter what you have
done, no matter how long you have been away, Jesus
is waiting for you with open arms this Lent!
Week Four: March 7-April 1, 2018
Bonus Episode: For Children
For Children: How to Make a Good
Confession

Go to https://saintantoninus.formed.org and click
“Register”
Enter your name, email address and desired
password
Go to Study, then A Lent to Remember
Use the Symbolon and Forgiven Leader Guides for
discussion.

A LENT TO REMEMBER STUDY GROUP
If you cannot access Formed.org at home, or if
you would like to view the Lent to Remember study
as part of a group, Deacon Bob and Julie Scott will
show the study on Wednesday afternoons in the Fr.
Mick Room at 1:15pm. All are welcome.

CONFIRMANDI—MARCH 5, 2018
Emma Anne Allen
Olivia Catherine Maloney
Mark John Autenrieb
Sophia Elizabeth Martin
Ambrose Francis Blazer
Morgan Catherine McBride
Brenna Rosalia Bohan
Irene Catherine Miller
Emma Caroline Braunstein
Magdalyn Rose Mitchell-Worst
Brandon Douglas Brooks
Aidan Xavier Neidhard
Natalie Clare Brown
Lily Teresa Nie
Jessica Thomas Drapp
Eden Cecelia Oaks
Ashley Bernadette Duvelius
Katherine Francis Oliver
Jacob Matthew Eby
Bennett Francis Ormsbee
Jared James Eckstein
Sophia Rita Pettyjohn
Joseph Jerome Emmett
Kevin Gregory Radziwon
Josephine Elizabeth Feldman
Justin Michael Re
Hudson James Forrester
Meredith Philomena Reisman
Seth Francis Frame
Nicholas Mark Riordan
Mason Patrick Goetz
Paige Elizabeth Robbe
Olivia Maria Grawe
Taylor Rose Roy
Lucy Louise Guenther
Jacob Sebastian Rudemiller
Ryan Luke Hawk
Andrew Michael Ruwe
Natalie Cecilia Hillgrove
Austin Patrick Ruwe
Adele Felicity Hinker
Bradley Lawrence Sims
Maria Francis Holmes
Isabella Francis Smith
Rachel Martha Jorg
Paul Luke Steimle
Lily Elizabeth Kock
Peyton Francis Sullivan
Maxwell Patrick Lemasters
Julia Rose Taylor
Megan Anne Lenhardt
Olivia Rose Taylor
Gabriel Francis Xavier Logan
Elyssa Catherine Venard
Isabelle Rose Lonneman
Olivia Elizabeth Ward
Eva Elizabeth Ludke
H. Felix Michael Welge IV
Matthew Francis Luthy
Grayson Andrew Wittich
Ashley Duvelius
Classmates already confirmed: Logan Pio Bradley, Madison
Aloysius Jones, Scarlet Marie Dickerson, Hailey Marie Willen

Our Lady of Lourdes Lenten Simple Meal.
A simple supper of soup, bread and drink, with a free
will offering benefiting Joseph House Treatment and
Recovery for Veterans. Aaron Cheatham, a 12 year
disabled Army Vet, will share his story of recovery at
JH, where he now serves as weekend manager. Short
musical program with the Our Lady of Lourdes School
Choir. Our Lady of Lourdes Cafeteria, Glenway and
Muddy Creek Road. Tuesday, March 13th, at 6
p.m. Free.
IMC Fundraiser at F&N Goode Chicken on
Crookshank. THURSDAY, MARCH 15th, 10-30am9pm. 20% of sales will benefit IMC. For more info on
IMC, please check out our webiste at http://
www.internationalmissionforchildren.org/.

Calling all teens! Register now for the
Steubenville Youth Conference on July
13-15, 2018 at Franciscan University.
This conference is a formative faith
retreat weekend and a chance for
teens to encounter Jesus in an engaging way.
Incoming freshmen through outgoing high school
seniors are eligible to attend. Contact Youth
Minister,
Lauren
Ulmer,
at
ulmer@saintantoninus.org to register!
H o n o r s A l g e b r a f o r 8 th G r a d e r s
Elder High School is pleased to offer an Honors
Algebra 1 course to gifted mathematics students
who will be in the 8th grade during the 2018-2019
academic year. This course may enable students to
take Advanced Placement Calculus during their
upper class years at Elder High School. Students
could also earn college credit for one full year of
college calculus by passing the AP Calculus exams. To
apply for the program, please submit a completed
application by April 13, 2018. For more information,
visit www.elderhs.org/HonorsAlgebra, or call
921-3427.
Opportunity to Travel with Fr. Endres
in the Footsteps of St. Paul
Father David Endres, professor of Church history and
dean of the Athenaeum/Mount St. Mary's Seminary,
invites you to join him October 20 to 30, 2018. The
program will explore early Christian communities
such as Thessaloniki, Corinth, and Ephesus. Fr.
Endres will offer Mass each day. Cost is $3,950 per
person (based on double occupancy) plus airline/
airport fees of $475 (estimated). To secure your
place,
register
now.
For
specifics,
visit: www.travelillume.com/trc/sfb, or call 800-368
-6757, ext. 128.
Have you ever thought about becoming a
Permanent Deacon in the Catholic Church but don’t
know where to begin exploring the possibility? The
Office of the Diaconate of the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati will hold an informational meeting on
Thursday evening, March 22nd, at 7:00pm, at St.
Ignatius Parish (North Bend Rd.) in the Bolte
Room. For more information, or to register, contact
Deacon Mark Machuga at 421-3131, ext. 2641, or at:
deaconoffice@catholiccincinnati.org.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD with Kathy O ’Connor
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Reading I: 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23: The books of the Chronicles cover the history of the people of God
from Adam right up to the Babylonian captivity, although Israel’s early history is recounted in Chronicles quite
differently than in the Pentateuch. These books tell the story from a very different perspective, emphasizing the
relationship with God centered at the temple and focus on Israel’s monarchs as leaders in political and religious
matters. The passage for Mass this Lenten weekend is taken from the end of the second book of Chronicles,
which reports on the fall of Judah, Cyrus’ edict, and the restoration of the temple. Zedekiah was currently in
power, and he was quite the sinful man. He failed to repent or humble himself before the word of God brought
to him by the prophet Jeremiah. He hardens his heart against returning to God, so he is cut off from God. Yet,
the Chronicler claims that God has compassion on His people and keeps sending messengers to call them back.
It is through the faith and actions of Cyrus, king of Persia, that the prophecies of Jeremiah might be
accomplished. Cyrus issues a proclamation for the people to return to Jerusalem, and build the Lord a house
there.
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 (6ab): Psalm 137 is a psalm in which memories of exile awaken
love for Jerusalem. In the first three verses, we can sense the personal experience of an exiled person longing
for their home and way of life. Thus, they sit and weep. Their captors make fun of them, their God, and their
faith. The exiles are told to forget about their home. Yet, the exiles are God’s people, and to forget Jerusalem
would be the same thing as to forget the Lord. The psalmist expresses a wish for one of his hands to wither if
he were to forget Jerusalem (meaning he would be deprived of God’s strength and be unable to play the lyre).
He also wants to be struck “dumb” to be prevented from singing the songs of the Lord if he was ever to forget
the mercy God manifested in the temple. These words remind us of the need to have a lively desire to reach
the happiness of heaven, for it is there we will find all the consolation we desire.
Reading II: Ephesians 2:4-10: In the first reading from Chronicles, we heard that God acted with compassion
when Israel had sinned. In the second reading, we hear a corresponding depiction: God is rich in mercy. God’s
mercy and compassion abound all the more when people have sinned. Our redemption has already been
accomplished on the cross by Christ, and we have available to us all the grace we need for salvation. The gates
of heaven are open wide; it is not the responsibility of each individual to make room for that grace in our souls.
Salvation is the work of God; a gratuitous gift of God. It originates in His mercy and acts in man by means of
faith (in other words, our acceptance of the salvation offered in Jesus Christ). But St. Paul tells us that even faith
is a divine gift. We cannot earn it by our efforts alone. At all stages, from the very beginning, recognition and
acceptance of Christ as Savior means that God’s grace is at work.
Gospel: John 3:14-21: In the preceding readings and the responsorial psalm, we find the theme of God’s love
and mercy. In the Gospel passage, we are given a glimpse of the depth of His love and mercy. To begin the
passage, Jesus refers back to Moses in the Old Testament to explain how He will reveal the Father, and bring us
eternal healing. Jesus unfolds the mystery of His cross by referring to the bronze serpent, raised up by Moses in
the wilderness. In that incident, the Lord afflicted the Israelites with fiery serpents as punishment for their
rebellious complaining. Continued on the next page...

Continued from the previous page..
The Israelites begged Moses to intercede for them, and God instructed Moses to make a bronze serpent, affix it
to a pole, and lift it so the people could gaze upon it. When an Israelite gazed at the symbolic portrayal of the
effects of his sin, the bronze serpent, he was granted healing and life. Similarly, whoever gazes in faith at the
ultimate effect of human sin, the crucifixion of the Son of God, is changed and given life eternal. This vision of
faith looks through the sign to the spiritual realities. Thus, a living faith experience of heavenly realities
becomes the means of entry into eternal divine life. With this biblical example for Nicodemus, Jesus opens up
the possibility of a spiritual understanding of his own tradition, inviting Nicodemus to genuine faith in Him.
With the next verses, the evangelist now penetrates to the heart of this Gospel’s message: “for God so loved
the world, that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have
eternal life.” Hence, God gives His Son, so that the world might be saved through Him.

Reflection: The history of salvation, from the fall of Adam and Eve until the final judgment, revolves around
the coming of Jesus Christ, the Savior, the Son of God. Why did He come? Because the Father sent Him. Why
did the Father send Him? Because He loved the world so much. God simply couldn’t bear to see us perish in
our sins. He longed to share with us His everlasting life. God cares, and Jesus is the definitive proof that He
cares. No hidden agenda, no selfish undertones: just pure generosity. This is the heart of God, of the Lord who
longs for our friendship. Perhaps in the coming week, we can reflect on these questions: 1) what do I
understand eternal life to be? 2) how am I trying to attain it? 3) do I relate to God as someone who loves me
more than I love myself?, and 4) what does it reveal to me about God, that He gave His only Son, so that I may
have eternal life?
ARE YOU CELEBRATING A SIGNIFICANT WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY IN 2018?
25, 40, 50,60,70, OR 75 YEARS…
Please request a Congratulatory Certificate from
Archbishop Schnurr by calling 421-3131, or going to
the official website of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati .
You may also request a Papal Blessing certificate
from Pope Francis. There is a fee for postage and a
donation to papal charities. Your pastor must sign
and stamp the Nihil Obstat.
Also, please notify our rectory office at 922-5400, ext.
2, if you have a significant wedding anniversary this
year.

FATHER DONALD MCCARTHY
MEMORIAL MASS
SAINT ANTONINUS CHURCH
TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2018 AT 7:00PM

The Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass for the
Archdiocese will be celebrated in Cincinnati and
Dayton. The Cincinnati location is St. Peter in Chains
Cathedral, on Saturday, August 4, 2018, at 4:30PM.
All of your family and friends are welcome to attend.
No RSVP is necessary.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The “Stations of the Cross” is a century’s old form of prayer, which assists the faithful in making a spiritual
pilgrimage, as they contemplate the way of the Cross, and unite their sufferings to those of Our Lord and His
Sorrowful Mother in His Passion.
The Stations may be prayed communally at the following parishes in the Saint Lawrence Deanery.
Holy Family: Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m., following Soup and Salad at 5:30 p.m.
(No service March 21st.)
Our Lady of Victory: Friday evenings during Lent at 7p.m .
Saint Antoninus: Tuesdays during Lent at 7 p.m.
Wednesdays during Lent at 12:45 p.m.
Saint Joseph, North Bend: Fridays during Lent at 12 Noon.
Stations of the Cross – Indoor, Wednesday, March 14th, at 7:00 p.m.
Stations of the Cross – Outdoor, Wednesday, March 21st, at 7:00 p.m.
Saint Lawrence: Fridays during Lent at 5:00 p.m., followed by Mass
Saint Martin of Tours: Friday evenings in Lent at 7:00 p.m.
Saint Teresa of Avila: Fridays during Lent after the Noon Mass (12:45 p.m.)
St. William: Tuesday evenings during Lent at 7 p.m.
CMO Metropolitan
On Sunday, March 11, at 3:00PM, the Cincinnati Metropolitan Orchestra presents their Winter Concert, " Did You
Know?", at the Seton Performance Hall, 3901 Glenway Ave. This free concert is under the direction of Mr. David
Allen. For information, see www.GoCMO.org, or call 941-8956, and, as always, donations are welcome. If you wish
to avoid steps, you can enter from the top floor of Seton's parking garage or through the glass doors on the Beech
Ave. side of the building, then take the elevator down one level to the ground floor.

McAuley High School’s Spring Musical, Thoroughly Modern Millie, is March 16 – 18 in McAuley’s Performing
Arts Center, located at 6000 Oakwood Ave. in College Hill. Shows are at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, March 16, and
Saturday, March 17, and at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 18. Tickets are $10 for adults, $8 for students and seniors,
and $5 for children under 10. Tickets can be purchased in advance at www.mcacin.booktix.com, or at the door.
GOOD FRIDAY PILGRIMAGE AT HOLY CROSS-IMMACULATA PARISH, MT. ADAM – Praying The Steps... This
annual tradition has been going on for over 150 years, and is one of the most unique devotions in the United
States. The blessing of the steps takes place at midnight on Friday. The pilgrimage continues until midnight
Saturday. Muffins and donuts are provided (free-will offering) beginning at 6:00 a.m. LaRosa’s Pizza ($2/slice)
is available beginning at 11:00 a.m., and the Fish Fry takes place from 3:00-7:00PM (various prices). Please call
513-721-6544 for more information.
FRIENDS OF ELDER HIGH SCHOOL TRAVEL 2018,2019,2020
INFORMATION NIGHT, APRIL 26, AT THE SCHAEPER CENTER, 7:00PM
2018: “Mystery Tour” (1 day); Maritimes Coastal Wonders (Canada); Red Cliffs Adventure (Utah); Autumn
Along the Ohio (2 days); California New Year’s Eve/Rose Parade.
2019: Spotlight San Antonio/Fiesta (5 days); Magical Rhine & Moselle River Crusie; Elegant Ireland.
2020: Oberammergau, Germany Passion Play/Alpine Explorer. Reserve your seat! Call Norb Guetle (‘59) at 451
-1227 or nigii@cinci.rr.com. Travel benefits “Friends of Elder Scholarship Fund”.
The Cincinnati Men’s Conference, Saturday, April 28th, 2018, at the Taft Theatre. For information on the
conference, and to purchase tickets, go to www.CincinnatiMensConference.com.

